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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Attention: 



Examiner 
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Dear Sir: 



Applicants submit herewith references of which they are aware, which they believe may be material to 
patentability of the invention disclosed and claimed in the above-cited application and with respect to which there 
may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 



I hereby certify thai this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
states Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Comnnissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on: 



Seotember 1. 2000 




(Mailing Date) 




KATHLEEN CONNELL 




. (Typed Name) y] 




If ^ (Signature) 

Seotember 1. 2000 


(Date of Signature) 
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Ser. No. 09/549.958 



Applicants are submitting herewith copies of the references which are set forth on the attached Form 
PTO/SB/08A. As all relevant parts of the references are In the English language, no explanation of the references is 
provided herein. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted within three (3) months of the filing date of the above- 
cited application or of the date of entry into the national phase of the application or prior to the mailing date of a first 
Office Action thereon, whichever has occurred last, such that no fee is required. 

Further, while the references provided in this Information Disclosure Statement may be material to 
patentability pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any reference refen-ed to 
herein is prior art for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

Also, in accordance vwth 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g). the filing of this Infomiation Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material infomiation as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.56(a) exists. 

Applicants would appreciate the Examiner initialing and reluming the Form PTO/SB/08A, indicating that the 
infonnation has been considered and made of record herein. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the Patent Office 
determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including 
extensions of time and authorized the Assistant Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees 
due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 02-4070 referencing 6444-PA04. 
However, the Assistant Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 



BROWN, MARTIN, HALLER & McCLAIN 

1660 Union Street 

San Diego. Califomia 92101 

Telephone: (619) 238-0999 
Facsimile: (619) 238-0062 

Docket No.: 6444-PA04 
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Respectfully submitted. 





Kathleen Connell 

Attomey for Applicants 
Registration No. 45.344 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not dtaUon is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to application. 

HJnique citation designation number. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 'Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter code {WlPO 
Standard ST.3). For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent documents 
Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 
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